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Helicopter fun fly—Levin

Dave Bettany prepares for a flight.

Jack looks a little bewildered as Matt isn’t using
rubber bands to hold the rotors on the Squirrel!

They shall not grow old,
as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them or the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
We will remember them.

A small gathering enjoyed some good fun flying,
before the wind got up. Mike Bron setting up for a
flight.
The squirrel, below, was successfully test flown by
Matt Jones

Wishing everyone a very
happy and safe Easter.
Two pieces of advice for Easter:
1. Don’t eat too much chocolate.
2. There’s no such thing as too much chocolate.
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Last Saturday 9 April. Happy Landings!!

Daylight
saving
ends
3 April

The Boatineers meet every Friday 1.30pm at
Centennial Lake (Lagoon) Hokowhito,
Palmerston North.
You are all very welcome to come to join us.

COFFEE
MORNINGS
Each Wednesday at
9.30am Columbus Coffee
Café, Mitre 10,
Featherston St, PN.

Happy birthday
to all club members
celebrating a birthday in April.

All Members of our Club and other
Model Flying Clubs are most

welcome.

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

All events to
be held under
current covid
restrictions.

Fri

Sat

Sun

1
Boatineers

2
General flying

3
2 metre glider
General flying

4

5
Mid week
flying

6
Coffee
morning

7
Mid week
Reserve day

8
Boatineers

9
General flying

10
Vintage
General flying

11

12
Mid week
flying

13
Coffee
morning

14
Mid week
Reserve day

15
Good Friday

16

17
Radian
General flying

18

19

20
Coffee
morning

21
Mid week
reserve day

22
Boatineers

23

24
General flying

26

27
Coffee
morning

28
Mid week
reserve day

29

30

Easter Monday
Mid week flying
25
Anzac day
Mid week flying
after 12.30pm
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Maurice Job
The weather has certainly changed in the last week,
it is feeling like winter may be coming. That of
course means that regular Saturday flying at Spur
Road finishes. This happens with April 9th being the
last day. We have had a good season, with many
excellent flying days of sunshine and little wind. But
now the wind has arrived and temperatures are
dropping.
Who has a building programme lined up. As soon as
I get my new workshop organized, I will be back into
it, initially on Yvalda. But there is minor work to do
on a couple of planes too.

It's pleasing to see most of our members have paid
their subs, it is good to get this done quickly so
Treasurer Greg can get MFNZ memberships paid.
I made quite a bit of noise last year about organizing
a ‘model expo’ this year. I have to confess that the
risk of having an event suddenly be cancelled on
you, at the last moment, has made me unwilling to
risk the money and work so this is on hold.
So, get those benches cleared, building boards set
up and plans, balsa and tools out. And get building
Maurice

Tama Randell
Well I sit here writing this on Tuesday morning in
isolation. I had been feeling a bit off since Friday but
both the boss and I had returned 2 negative RATs.
Seems however that Sunday was our day as I did a
test after she showed me hers and got the positive
result. I had already decided that heading to the field
wasn’t the best idea so that was ok.
Not a lot to report this month unfortunately. It seems
that summer is on its way out now with the colder
weather and daylight savings looming. Hopefully we
manage to get a couple more months before the
ground becomes too soft for the small wheeled fliers.

Most of my planes are hand launch so ill be fine its
just the wheeling through mud that can become a bit
messy when I get home.
Now back to entertaining a daughter so we don’t all
start to go stir crazy – and its only the third day!!
See you at the field
CC and Sec

Lipo batteries do catch
fire. Respect them!!!
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Linda Lambess,
42 Manga Pirau Street,
Waikawa Beach, Manakau,
Levin, 5573
lindalambess@gmail.com
landline: 06 3626446
mobile: 021 2106139
Palmerston
North
Aeroneers

Levin Model Aeroplane Club Inc

Annual General Meeting
At the field, 10 am.

Please give some serious thought to the committee
of this club. All positions—ie President, Secretary,
Treasurer and 2 committee people are available.
The club needs pro-active people to administer the
day to day club matters. These are not big jobs and
shared among several people the workload is very
small.

Levin Model Aeroplane
Club Subscriptions!
Thank you to those
members who have paid.
Affiliation fees will be paid to
MFNZ next week.

No affiliation
No insurance
NO CLUB FLYING!!!!!!

Methanol
$2.75 litre
Nitro
$32.43 litre
Oil
$20 litre

Thank you for
paying your subs
on time.\
Members assisting
committee is
appreciated.

Greg

This is a reminder that subs are due—the club subs remain at
$30 + $95 = $125 for senior members and
$25 + $30 = $55 for junior members and
$100 + $30 = $130 for family members
Please pay or online to 03 0667 0029143 000. Don’t forget to include
your name in the details box. An email, advising payment to the club
email would be appreciated.

If you are frustrated trying to read
the Model Flying World from the
email sent Go the Association website:
https://www.modelflyingnz.org/
Click on new Magazine then either
view as a PDF or download.
This method of reading the magazine is just like reading this newsletter—you can increase page size,
scroll through pages etc without the
‘flipbook’ seemingly having a mind
of its own.

Levin Weather
Station Hits
The station did go offline for a few
days this month—this was an international problem and totally out of
our control. Total for 2022 - 2252
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Air Force
Heritage
Flight takes off
New Zealand’s military aviation heritage will now be on regular display throughout the country with the establishment
of the four aircraft-strong Air Force Heritage Flight of New Zealand at Royal New Zealand Air Force (RNZAF) Base
Ohakea in the Manawatū.
The purpose of the Flight is to commemorate and sustain
the memory of New Zealand’s military aviation heritage,
and to remind New Zealanders, friends and allies of our
past shared sacrifice and continued commitment to global
security. The Flight also aims to inspire current and
potential New Zealand Defence Force personnel through
engagement, respect and pride.
Heritage Flight replaces the former RNZAF Historic
Flight, and is a collaborative venture between the
RNZAF and civil organisations that operate aircraft
relevant to the RNZAF’s heritage. The RNZAF will be
providing the pilots to fly the aircraft and the intent is to
conduct flypasts, displays and static displays throughout
New Zealand.
The Flight Commander, Squadron Leader Michael
Williams, says the unit hopes to bring a sense of pride,
respect and esprit-de-corps to their flying displays, while
honouring those who originally flew these aircraft in
World War II.
“Through Heritage Flight we can add value for the
RNZAF through external engagement both internationally and domestically. Heritage Flight aircraft are also
tangible reminders to those currently serving in the
NZDF of our core values of Courage, Commitment,
Comradeship and Integrity, which continue to underpin
all that we do,” he said.
The Air Force Heritage Flight of New Zealand currently
comprises Harvard NZ1076, Tiger Moth NZ662, Spitfire
PV270 and Avenger NZ2518 (“Plonky”), all legendary
aircraft.
“Avenger 18 is particularly poignant for the RNZAF as it
was in the original aircraft that RNZAF aircrew were shot
down and killed during an operation in the Pacific. Direct
relatives of the original crew continue to serve in the
modern RNZAF,” Squadron Leader Williams said.
The RNZAF pilots in the Flight are Squadron Leaders
Williams, Jim Rankin, Paul Stockley, Sean Perrett and
Stuart Anderson.
The Flight will be marking the 85th anniversary of the
RNZAF by conducting a series of flypasts in Central
New Zealand on the day, Sunday 3 April. They will fly
over towns in the Manawatū, Wairarapa and Wellington
areas, and then on to Christchurch and back to Ohakea by
a different route in the course of the day. Other RNZAF

aircraft will also be marking the occasion around New
Zealand.
Follow the Air Force Heritage Flight of New Zealand on
Facebook.
Banner image credit: Gavin Conroy

Air Force Heritage Flight
of NZ (1x Avenger, 2 x
T6C Texan II, 1x Spitfire)
0930 Ōhakea
0935 Feilding
0940 Palmerston North
0945 Woodville
0947 Pahiatua
0953 Masterton
1002 Trentham
1005 Lower Hutt
1008 Wellington
1020 Blenheim
1022 Woodbourne
1040 Kaikōura
1105 Amberley
1110 New Brighton
1113 Wigram
1115 Christchurch
1400 Christchurch
1405 Rangiora
1420 Hanmer Springs
1445 Nelson
1513 Paraparaumu
1518 Ōtaki
1522 Levin
1525 Foxton
1530 Ōhakea
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Next contest 10 April

Report submitted by Phil Pearpoint.

Vintage report March 2022
Once again the weather gods where not in our favour and Vintage was cancelled for the second time this
year.
So lets hope for good weather on April 10th so we can get this years competition underway.
Don’t forget to bring your "A Game" as we cannot let Tama win for the 4th year in a row!!
See you all at the field then. Phil

Next Radian Comp is April 17th

Report submitted by Greg.

Radian Competition Results, March 2022
Bruce Woodfield
Philip Pearpoint
Peter Vining
Greg Findon

1327
1289
1268
1078

All the artwork is on large canvas on wooden
frames as per the gallery views on the website. I
am based in Levin and would prefer collection but I
can ship if need be.
Unique artwork, all in acrylic paint on stretched
canvas over boxed wooden frame. Signed and
ready to hang. No framing required.
Size: 100cm (W) x 50cm (H) x 3cm (D)

Visit Dave’s website and check out the artwork
available. He does not do commissions.
goodalldm@yahoo.co.uk

Want to know more? Ask Bernard Scott,
scott.scott@xtra.co.nz to be added to the
AVANZ News email list.
This excellent NZ publication is free, jammed packed
with build articles, plans and information about
current Vintage activities and comes out
six times per annum.

Back issues

Can be found on the Model Flying NZ website

https://www.modelflyingnz.org/sigs/vintage.html
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Review of Aeroneers Airfield Safety
Some years ago, Aeroneers undertook a Risk review which identified fourteen hazards, of which five Hazards required further attention. Recently, the committee has revisited those identified items, which needs to
be done periodically to review whether the hazards still exist and if the actions to mitigate those risks are still
appropriate.
The five hazards that were identified in 2016 and communicated to all members were:
1. Hazard: Property owner dwelling on Southern end of flying site.
2. Hazard: Access road to site other person usage and possible river users.
3. Hazard: Defined spectator area 30 metres from runway.
4. Hazard: Permanent danger area No D320 as marked on visual navigational chart. (C2
Wellington) 0-1500 ft. Ability to communicate immediately by air band radio Freq 124.1.
Printed response card attached to the radio.
5. Hazard: Loss of Pilot awareness/co-ordination of operating environment. Collision of
model aircraft being flown at the same time.
The full description of these Hazards and the recommendations to mitigate them can be found in the
“Documents” tab on the Club Website.
The committee believes that while these hazards still exist, by and large the remedial actions are
appropriate, when considered in line with MFNZ recommendations.
Hazard-1 has to do with flying and prohibited zones around the airfield.
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In summary, and taken from the viewpoint of the Clubhouse;

·

There is a “No Fly zone over the neighbouring house over the fence to the left
Flying of only very light non ic powered models including Radians, park fliers etc is allowed to the left of
the Pits area
There is a safety zone over the carparking area and the pits and ‘pit lane’ No flying is allowed between
the Pits and the gate
A Buffer zone exists between the flying strip and other uses of the field.

·

Normal race track circuits should be followed where possible in the “General Flying Area”

•

·
·

Hazard-2 is satisfied by the signs at the field gate and part way along the riverbank track

Hazard-3 is resolved as above.
Hazard-4 was reviewed and the committee considers that the air-band radio is not necessary. Normal
practice when a man carrying (GA)aircraft is in the vicinity, all models should be brought down to ground
level. Occupied aircraft have absolute right-of-way and while we have a “Danger Zone” over our field, this
does not give us any priority. All model fields in New Zealand operate under this regime. We will maintain
open communication with the operators of the Taonui Aerodrome to maximise their awareness of our
operation and our location.
Hazard-5 is all about the usual risks of operating flying models on the field and the committee believes that
usual operating practices adequately manage these hazards. However, that means we, by that I mean everyone on the field, must adopt a safety conscious approach to the hobby.
Some practices have fallen into disuse and will be revisited.
•

At all times, when models are flying, there must be an observer, ideally, but not necessarily one per pilot
if numbers don’t allow for this, but someone must be responsible for watching out for other models and
for incursions of full-size aircraft. As soon as anyone becomes aware of an approaching plane, all pilots
should be warned and all flying models flown down to ground level. During contests, this will be allowed
for.

•

All members are responsible for safety, not just the club officers. If you see an unsafe activity, you should
mention it to the person concerned (in a friendly manner), this would be expected to include:

•



Flying in the permanent no fly zone over the neighbour’s house



Flying from the carpark area



Flying over the pits and generally behind pilots in the pilots’ box (the exception to this is
covered by the picture under Hazard-1)



Taxying in the pits

Established safety practices to do with all activities, such as use of the horn when glider tow-lines are
active, will be reinforced.

This may all sound draconian and “big brother” but it is necessary. Rather than make more rules, the
committee is adopting a practical approach. These practices align with MFNZ recommendations, Aeroneers
have a good safety record, but that is no reason to ignore safety practices. I have a clean driving record, but
that also could change in the blink of an eye and doesn’t absolve me from driving in a safe manner.
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Competitions held 6 March 2022
Results submitted by Bruce Woodfield

Next contest — 3 April

Only six silicone stretchers showed up for silent soaring in beautiful weather, finally, for a change. Big black
hamburger patties were sowing mines in the SE half of the field, but the SW half was clear to 10m South of
the runway end, so two bungees were set up from the North end fence all the way down the runway.
Gliding got underway, a little late owing to this relocation, with good launches into a steady NW
breeze.
Retrievers held the bungees up out of the long wet grass, so that good launch heights were
achieved. Eleven flights were held without incident, but when Bruce Woodfield was set to launch his second
flight the breeze suddenly shifted 180°. Bruce waited a few minutes for the wind to shift back, but it was
apparent that the change was set in. One bungee was swapped end for end, but the wind shifted again and no
height was attained.
A third round was impossible at that point. Thus, after two months, instead of 12 competition rounds we have
had only two Glider flights and three Radian flights.
Pilot

3 minutes

4 minutes

Score

Philip Pearpoint

3:04 - 50

3.51 - 50

507

Bruce McKay

2:57 - 50

2:48 - 50

445

Peter Vining

2:53 - 50

2:15 - 50

408

Greg Findon

2:11 - 50

3:06 -

367

Bruce Woodfield

3:04 -

2:19 -

Bruce Withell

2:15 - 50

1:26 -

At least, if nothing else, I will have an
315 extra hour of daylight to set up the
bungees.
271

Thank you to
Kevin Daly for
the old newspapers. The
thanks should
probably go to
his Mum for
keeping them
for him!
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For Sale
Hi Maurice and fellow fliers,
Would any Aeroneers members be interested in some model aero gear from an estate sale (friend of a
friend). Dave Hopkins was a former Aeroneers member who passed over a year ago.
We have a Eagle 2 trainer powered by ST45 built from Goldberg kit with Futaba 8 ch 2,4 Ghz radio (includes
Tx) A Senior Telemaster almost completed built from plan. Covered but no motor or radio gear installed yet.
8 foot wingspan, and one piece wing (suits vans or trailers only)!
Also field box with power panel and 12V starter and hand pump.
All negotiable, message me for photos and more info
Cheers Stuart,
Ashhurst Model Fliers (and former Aeroneers member)
honkinsax@gmail.com

Hangar 9 Super Cub

-

in very good condition.
New Fuel Tank
Wing Span 106 inch
Engine DLE30
Remote Engine Cut
Full Light System
New Improved Du-Bro Wheels
Separate Battery for ignition
Wing Bags

Contact – P. Vining
Ph: (06) 357 2880 or
Cell: 027 448 9965

Monsun BO 209 Graupner Scale Model
OS 40 Motor.
No Radio Gear
Cherokee 140 Great Planes Model
OS46 Blue Head Motor
3 Servos, No Receiver

$100 each or both for $180
Contact: John - phone (06) 3576762 or mobile 0212132735

All information to obtain your wings badge
for power, gliders, helicopters, turbines/jets, multirotor can
be found on the MFNZ website.
https://www.modelflyingnz.org/wingsscheme/home.html
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Palmerston North Aeroneers

Club information

Club Email: aeroneers@aeroneers.com
Club Flying Site: End of Spur Road West, Colyton.

Club Website: www.aeroneers.com
Club Facebook: Palmerston North Aeroneers

THE COMMITTEE

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

President: Maurice Job
Phone 021670689. President@aeroneers.com

Treasurer: Greg Findon,
Phone 06 3561571. treasurer@aeroneers.com

Secretary: Tama Randell
Phone 027 2920363. secretary@aeroneers.com

Club Captain: Tama Randell,
Phone 027 2920363. Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com

Committee:
Phil Pearpoint - Ph 06 323 9093
Len Ruby.
Peter Vining

Servo Chatter Editor and Website Updates:
Linda Lambess, Phone 06 3626446, 021 2106139
editor@aeroneers.com

Please pay any committee member or online to Westpac
Account 03 1522 0020708 00 Palmerston North Aeroneers.
Don’t forget to include your name in the details box.
Please email treasurer@aeroneers.com to advise Greg of
your payment.

Midweek flying is every Tuesday with the reserve day being Thursday, following exceptions.
Our midweek flying policy has when stat holiday are observed on a Monday or any other
day during the week this becomes the midweek flying day, this allows those members who
are still working the opportunity to have a fly midweek.

Levin Model Aeroplane Club

Club information

Club Email: levinmodelclub@gmail.com
Club Flying Site: Lutz Road, off Tararua Rd, RD1, Levin
Club Website: www.sporty.co.nz/Levinmodelplanes/

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

THE COMMITTEE
Patron: Mr Carl Lutz
President: John Curtis
Secretary: Linda Lambess 06 3626446
Treasurer: Ivan Huntley 063626446, 0212106138
Committee:
John Cameron
Colin Peard
Servo Chatter Editor:
Linda Lambess, Phone 06 3626446, 021 2106139
levinmodelclub@gmail.com

Due March 2022

MFNZ

LMAC

Family

$100

$30.00

Senior

$95

30.00

Junior

$25

30.00

Please pay any committee member or online to
03 0667 0029143 000. Don’t forget to include your
name in the details box. Please email
levinmodelclub@gmail.com
to advise Ivan of your payment.

The views or ideas expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the club executive or committee. Every care is taken to
ensure accuracy, but the club will not be responsible for the content of advertisements or any material contained therein. The editor
reserves the right of publication.

