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Let’s hope we can do it
all again!
Gareth Newton Vintage Event Levin 6 & 7 March.
If you are considering attending the Gareth Newton event, please email Stew Cox
at flierstew@gmail.com so you can be kept in the
loop should there be any changes to
arrangements due to weather or COVID.
Updates will also appear the on Levin & Aeroneers
websites:
https://www.sporty.co.nz/Levinmodelplanes/
https://www.aeroneers.com/

Thanks again to Ross Gray for the photos
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President’s
Report, Levin
Joe Bradbury
Summer is here! What great flying we have
had. The wind is almost gone and the rain, what
rain?
Good to see so many new scratch built models that
have come out of the work shops.
I did not attend Saturday afternoon heli day, but
people were a buzz and telling us all about
it. Thanks to Ivan for organising that. As always
things tick over very nicely in our club with not too
many problems.
At the next AGM I will be stepping down from being the President. I have had this roll for a number
of years and still have a business to run. I think it's
time for someone else to have a go. I am not the
best at this job but with everybody's input we get
there and whoever takes on the roll, don't forget,
you only have to ask for help. We have a good
little club with a lot of great guys. Please think
about taking on a role in the club as there might be
more than one position to fill.

Club AGM

Just a little reminder to keep away from the houses
over the east end of the strip and if you are flying
between the club house and the strip, don't stand
in line with the end of the strip. Thanks to everyone for their help in mowing the strip, cleaning up
the club house, and helping other flyers, you know
who you are, it makes things just tick along
smoothly.
Remember, AGM is coming up soon so give those
positions some thought,
Until next time, happy flying everyone.
Cheers Joe

Club subs are now due:

Sunday 2 May, 10am
at field.
All welcome.

Family
Senior
Junior

Model Flying NZ
$100
$95
$25

Levin Model AC
$30.00
$30.00
$30.00

Please pay online to 03 0667 0029143 000.
Don’t forget to include your name in the
details box.
Brian Stewart, Levin
for obtaining his wings badge—BP.

Crash
and
sometime
later
battery
burns!

Please email: levinmodelclub@gmail.com
to advise Ivan of your payment, and your
address and phone number

Luckily not in the
back of a vehicle
or in the pilots
hands.
From Servo Chatter Oct 19

Take care with
batteries.
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Maurice Job

Thank you for the opportunity for me to give some
service to the Aeroneers. My thanks go to Bruce
Withell who is retiring from the role of Secretary; to
Greg Findon who has agreed to continue in his role
as Treasurer, Tama Randell has taken on a dual
role, both as Club Captain and Secretary. Len
Ruby , and Phil Pearpoint who have returned on
the committee, and I welcome Bruce MacKay and
Peter Vining who are joining the committee. I
would seriously ask anyone with a little time
available to consider taking on the secretary’s role
to share this work.
A few matters were dealt with in general business,
firstly the replacement of the Club’s trainer and
restoration of this service to prospective fliers. A
model and engine have been donated and the
emphasis on getting it going as quickly as possible.
A suggestion to apply to Lotteries for a grant to
replace the trainer has been put on hold for the
moment. We will use Simulators to introduce as
many people as possible to flying.
I have some ideas for the Club this year, my focus
is fully on trying to grow membership. To this end,
I have had discussions with the Manawatu Model
Boat group (of which I am a long-time member)
and the Manawatu Model Engineers. The latter’s
President, David Bell and I are on the same page
with very similar ideas. Both our clubs are facing
similar problems around a dwindling and aging
membership, plus the difficulties of attracting new
enthusiasts. We are looking to form an informal, at
least, cooperation of model or perhaps wider;
Hobby clubs, which can work with the City Council
as a concerted voice, and to share resources as

appropriate, much like we do with the Levin Model
Aeroplane Club. We will be holding many
discussions and one part of this will be to have a
joint clubs’ meeting with the Manawatu Model
Engineers some time a bit later in the year.
Also, later in the year, I would like to see a
combined Models (Hobbies) Expo. The Model
Engineers have something in planning and
welcome our involvement. As we are doubtful of
our ability to put on a truly suitable “Open Day” so
they are concerned at their ability to do a solo
public display; hence the proposed cooperation.
One of the Model Railways clubs have also
expressed an interest. I want the focus of this
“expo” to be on attracting new members (to all
participating clubs) with the affordable and achievable beginners models at the forefront.
I propose reinstating monthly club nights. The
meeting location needs to be reviewed as, due to
our small numbers, the current venue is
unsupportable on a monthly basis. Again, there are
a couple of irons in this fire. We are searching for
subjects for these meetings, so please, if you have
an idea or can get us access to something of
interest, please let a Committee member know.
It appears that the Club’s access to our present
field is ok for the time being; a new farm lessee is
about to commence, so we will see what impacts
their management of the land has on us.
We are having a great spell of weather so get out
to the Field and make the most of it.

A little birdie sent in these!
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Tama Randell
Well it looks like summer has finally arrived and I
have finally managed to make it out for Tuesday
flying. Only one so far but hopefully it will continue
for the foreseeable while the weather remains
flyable and the ground isn’t a bog hole.
I had a wee incident on the 21st with the club
trainer. On the 4th flight the plane decided that it
didn’t want to talk to the operator anymore and it
met terra firma a little harder than when I was
landing it. We got the plane back and were unable
to fault any of the equipment. So still none the
wiser as to why it didn’t want to talk.
We also had the prize giving and a BBQ for 2020 at
the field on 14th Feb. Congrats to those that
placed.
The AGM has been and gone, I managed to
become club captain and secretary. Obviously
working 50hrs a week gives me a lot more time
than being retired like the majority of the club
members to take on the 2 roles (yes, that is a dig).

Congratulations

Discipline
Tomboy

Congratulations to the prizewinners
and to all the entrants.
Also a big thank you to those who kept
times, put out and brought in gear etc.
Without you all these competitions
would not be possible or as much fun.

Props to the people that have restood for their positions because no one else would put their hand
up for them. Congrats to Maurice for becoming our
new President.
Thanks to Phil we now have a new club trainer (it
just needs to be built) so I will hopefully get onto
that this week. With the input of a few more members we will be able to source everything we need
to get it in the air. Once built we will be in a better
position to get some new guys up and flying.
I have been doing a bit of training with someone I
work with. He is keen to get into it and so is his
son. They live about 5 minutes away from the field
so that is handy. If anyone has an old trainer they
want to part with let me know. I can supply them
with starting gear etc…or even if someone has an
old trainer wing as dad has an old fuse that is still
flyable.
See you at the field
Cheers, CC — Secretary

1st

2nd

Bruce Woodfield Peter Vining

3rd
Flemming Ravn

Vintage

Tama Randell

Bruce McKay

Peter Vining

2m Glider

Wayne Bilham

Bruce McKay

Peter Vining

Radian

Bruce McKay

Greg Findon

Bruce Woodfield
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Congratulation

s

Greg presents certificate to Bruce McKay —
First Radian

Phil congratulations Peter Third Vintage

Congratulation

s

Ladderman receives his certificate from Greg
Third Radian

Greg congratulations Len on
Third Radian 2019

Congratulation
s

Congratulation

s

Ladderman congratulates Flemming
Third Tomboy

Congratulation
s
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Congratulation
s
Ladderman is congratulating Phil — 1st 2 metre glider—2019

Congratulation

s

Ladderman presents Bruce McKay
First Tomboy

Ladderman congratulates Peter - Second Tomboy

s
Congratulation
Tama receives Brian Dickons
Memorial Trophy & certificate—
First Vintage

Congratulation
s
Phil presents Bruce McKay — Second Vintage

Congratulation
s

From The
Editors Desk
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Linda Lambess, 42 Manga Pirau Street, Waikawa Beach, Manakau 5573
lindalambess@gmail.com, landline: 06 3626446. mobile: 021 2106139
The Palmerston North Aeroneers have held their
annual general meeting and the Levin Model
Aeroplane Club are to have their AGM in May.
These are times to reflect on your club—time to sit
down and think where to from here, where do we
want to be and how are we going to get there. Are
we doing things right and moving forward or are
we doing the same as we have always done and
expecting the same results. That is standing still or
going backwards.
There is nothing more certain in this world than
change. Not only are the types of aircraft that club
members fly but our members are changing.
Both clubs are over 70 years old and pilots many
years ago embraced radio control over free flight
and control line, now it is time to embrace the next
progression—jets, helicopters, FPV and even
drones.
Different types of aircraft do require different flying
conditions and they don’t necessary mix however,
by far the majority of pilots appreciate different
types of flying. There are very few who do not
appreciate the sharp reactions of a jet pilot or the
skill of a helicopter pilot. No one goes to the airfield
and flies continuously for several hours and it is
generally understood that different types of aircraft
can share the airfield and in the majority of cases
airspace.
Recently the Levin club hosted a helicopter day
which was very successful and several Levin club
members came to the field to have a look. They
respected the fun that the heli boys were having
and chose not to fly their planes. Thank you to
those members for their respect.
To be a successful club, the executive need to be
open-minded and cater for all aspects of flying and
pilot personalities which are as diverse as the types
of aircraft.
No club, no matter what hobby, can afford taking
their members for granted, there are alternatives,

they have options. The club down the road who
welcome them or pick up a new sport. It is far
easier to keep a club member than to gain a new
one!
In saying that club members should not take their
executive for granted. These people spend hours
keeping your club happening, and often they
would sooner be working in the workshop not on
the computer or phone. We need to respect them
and the work they do on your behalf. A small
thank you goes a long way.
So thank you to all club members for doing their
part in making a club a success. Sometimes it is
just a matter of wiping down the bench before you
leave the clubhouse, helping someone carry a
model to or from the strip then there are the
people who weekly spend time behind the scenes,
making sure subs are paid, strip is mowed, photos
are sent in for the newsletter etc. Little things can
make a big difference. Linda

Thank you to Tama for the
prizegiving shots and his report
Thanks to Kevin for the Happenings at
Colyton and the Boatineers photos.
Thank you to Ross for the Levin pics and
the vintage pics.
And to Joe, Maurice, Ladderman and Philip
for their reports.

Have your say
Letters are always welcome, will be totally confidential if requested, and printed at editors discretion.
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Event held 14 February 2021
Results submitted by Bruce Woodfield
Six Tomboy Tourers lined up on the start line.
Peter with his new red beauty on its second outing,
Flemming with a new battery installed for its first
outing and Philip without a battery to install.
Fortunately Philip was able to borrow a spare
battery and also borrow a chunk of lead to restore
balance.
The weather was perfect and the first flight
Pilot

Flight 1

Flight 2

Flight 3

ascended into some decent lift which produced
some long flights for Ladderman, Flemming and
Terry.
Second and third flights were flown without
incident and a very enjoyable contest began a new
year's competition.
Let's hope we can have 8 or 10 rounds this year to
make up for last year.
February total

Flemming

16

20 - 5

20 - 5

66

Terry

18 - 5

16 - 5

13 - 5

62

Philip

14 - 5

13 - 5

16 - 5

58

Ladderman

20 - 5

18

15 - 5

58

Peter

15

15 - 5

18 - 5

58

Greg

13

14 - 5

14 - 5

51

Next contest
14 March,
lockdown excepted

Remember
To stay hydrated,
Slip, slop, slap
Wear sunhat and sun
glasses
And shade for your
Foamies
Batteries
Fuel
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Event held 14 February 2021
Results submitted by Philip Pearpoint
The first Vintage Competition of the new year was
flown in perfect conditions, with a little tricky crosswind breeze on landing.

Brian Dickons Trophy for last years Vintage Competition for the second year running, there are some
determined it won’t be three!!

Claiming the landing spot bonus wasn’t easy, and
the first 2 place getters on the day were the only 2
to get all 3 landing points, showing just how
important this is in this competition.

See you all for the next Vintage Competition on
Sunday March 14th.

We had 8 competitors on the day, and with a
couple of regulars away, it looks like being a well
contested competition this year.

Also a reminder to others who wish to fly while
Vintage is being run...this is perfectly ok, we
usually only have one or two Vintage in the air at
once and with good communication we won’t have
any issues.

Welcome to James Burnside and his electric Miss
America model, James times were excellent despite
some impressive aerobatics on his first flight,
although it was just as well we only have 3 rounds
in this event as his powerful motor was about to
part company with the firewall after round three.

An excellent start to this years competition by
Bruce McKay only 6 seconds off the possible 600
max, another pilot with a target on his back!!

At prizegiving Tama was presented with the

Phil Pearpoint.

Pilot

Flight 1

Flight 2

We hope to have several Aeroneers enter next
years Nationals.

Flight 3

Points

Position

Bruce McKay

2.59 +20

2.56 +20

2.59 +20

594

1st

Phil Pearpoint

2.54 +20

2.54 +20

2.52 +20

580

2nd

Tama Randell

3.03 +20

3.00

2.59 +20

576

3rd

Greg Findon

2.51

3.08 +20

3.00 +20

563

4th

Bruce Woodfield

3.00 +20

3.08

3.05

547

5th

Flemming Ravn

2.58

2.24 +20

2.57 +20

539

6th

Peter Vining

2.54

2.45 +20

2.59

538

7th

James Burnside

2.59

2.54

2.56

529

8th

PNA Club Fuel

Click on the links below for
websites and camera with
updates on events,
field conditions etc,
Aeroneers website
Levin website

Levin camera
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Event held 7 February 2021
Results submitted by Bruce Woodfield
7 FEBRUARY 2021
Seven soaring souls sallied up to Modelport to contest the first round of this year. Hopefully we will have
a better year than last year's near disaster.
The weather was perfect with a variable SE breeze and so the landing circle was set up near the
gate. Since Ladderman was recovering from the insertion and removal of 14 belly staples, Greg did all
the setup and windup work. Thank you Greg.
I thought that the conditions should produce decent lift and good times, but events proved different. Only two flyers managed three minutes, only two scored four minutes and only two stayed aloft for five
minutes. The rest of the times were dismal.
Pilot

3 minutes

4 minutes

5 minutes

February
total

Wayne

2:31 - 50

4:00 - 50

4:40 - 50

821

Philip

3:00 - 50

4:00

4:32 - 50

792

Peter

2:08 - 50

2:35 - 50

5:01 - 50

732

Flemming

1:20 - 50

1:49 - 50

4:59 - 50

638

Bruce Withell

2:08 - 50

1:54 - 50

3:28 - 50

600

Bruce Woodfield

3:02 - 50

1:32 - 50

2:53

543

Greg

2:46 - 50

1:56 - 50

2:38

540

Next round
7 March

Go
ETNZ
Our
flying
boat!

Event held 21 February 2021
Results submitted by Greg Findon

Pilot

Points

Philip Pearpoint

1303

Greg Findon

1193

Bruce Woodfield

1133

Bruce McKay

1090

Merv Matthews

1048
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Next Round

To all club members who are
celebrating any milestone, wedding
anniversary, graduation, end of a
long model build, anything to be
proud of - congratulations.

21 March

Remember
Safety Is
No Accident.

To all club members:
Keep safe, be happy

Levin Webcam
Hits
1 March 2020

7 7 1
January 789
February 771

2021
Total

(as at the above date)

1 5 6 0
To all club members
and their families
celebrating a birthday,
or special occasion
this month
enjoy your special day.
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20 February 2021
Levin

The day dawned overcast with very little wind.
Right on mid-day when the event was due to start
the sun came out and the gazebo’s were
appreciated by the pilots and friends.
There were 30 helicopters on the strip for the
group photos but I believe there were a few
others still in the trailer.
Pilots came from Wellington, Feilding, Masterton,
Kapiti Coast and Hawkes Bay with a few from the
Levin locals in the mix.
Of the 30 helicopters where were 8 scale heli’s
with three BK117’s, a Jet Ranger, Wessex,
Iroquois, Hughes 300 and a Squirrel. The two in
the trailer were also scale.
Ivan cooked a simple barbecue and thank you to
the pilots who supported this allowing the Levin
Model Club to make a small profit.
The event was enjoyed by all and it was decided
to make it a more frequent event on the calendar.

Line up of scales

Ivan’s BK117
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Matt’s Wessex

Tony’s Iroquois — flown by Matt

Was Ivan attempting a roof top landing?

The large Hughes 300 flown by Matt who was
heard to say, “I have no control” he landed it
perfectly.

Slow, straight and level flight of scale is not for everyone - quick reactions are essential for 3D flight.
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Thanks Ross for more great photos

Bryan returns to the pits after
another successful flight

Joe explains aerodynamics
to Dominic
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PNA Flying Field Keeper
Peter Vining mowing our
Glider launching strip.
Keep up the good work
Pete !!
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More info please…

March 2020 — Page 17

I visited the R.C. Model Yacht Club Wanganui during
February to observe seven “One Metre Class Yachts”
sailing a club race.
It was a perfect day with ideal sailing conditions. The
pictures show the race in progress.

In Palmerston North we sail our Yachts
at Centennial Lake Hokowhitu and our
Power and Steam Boats at Memorial
Park Terrace End.
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A pleasant afternoon was spent at Memorial Park Terrace End Palmerston North with Members of our
Boatineers and the P.Nth Model Boat Club.
The large Steam Battle-Ship was built by our own Aeroneers Club President Maurice Job.

Any Aeroneers members who would like to join our group are most welcome.
For more information please contact: Kevin Burrows 0274368696
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Lipo batteries
do catch

6 & 7 March 2021 Gareth Newton Memorial

8 & 9 May 2021 -

Bob Burling Memorial

25 & 26 September 2021 John Selby Memorial

COFFEE MORNINGS
Don’t forget that we meet each Wednesday at 9.30am for coffee
and a chat.
VENUE: Columbus Coffee Café, Mitre 10, Featherston Street,
Palmerston North.
All Members of our Club and other Model Flying Clubs are most
welcome.
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Fingers cross for good weather and Covid levels
to allow these events to take place.

March 2020 — Page 21

Decals of the Palmerston North
Aeroneers Club Logo

Mark your
calendar

Water slide transfer
Simple to apply, Long lasting.
Order from Flemming Ravn,
ravnf@outlook.com

Midweek flying is every Tuesday with the Reserve
Day being Thursday, following exceptions to this
are:
April 5 - Easter Monday, becomes midweek flying
day.
April 26 - Anzac Day, stat holiday observed,
becomes midweek flying day.

Palmerston North
Aeroneers
Flying every
Saturday

June 7 - Queens Birthday, becomes midweek flying day.
October 25 - Labour Day, becomes midweek flying day.

23 January 10 April 2021

Dec 27 - Christmas Day, stat holiday observed, becomes
midweek flying day
Our midweek flying policy has when stat holiday are observed
on a Monday or any other day during the week this becomes
the midweek flying day, this allows those members who are
still working the opportunity to have a fly midweek.

PNA Fly Days — March 2021
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Sun

1

2
Mid week
flying

3
Coffee
morning

4
Mid week
Reserve day

5

6
Flying

7

9
Mid week
flying

10
Coffee
morning

11
Mid week
Reserve day

12

13
Flying

14

16
Mid week
flying

17
Coffee
morning

18
Mid week
Reserve day

19

20
Flying

21

22

23
Mid week
flying

24
Coffee
morning

25
Mid week
Reserve day

26

27
Flying

28

29

30
Mid week
flying

31
Coffee
morning

8

15

2 m glider Comps
+ general flying

Vintage/Tomboy
Comps + general
flying

Radian Comps +
general flying

Palmerston North
Aeroneers
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Club information

Club Email: aeroneers@aeroneers.com
Club Flying Site: End of Spur Road West, Colyton.

Club Website: www.aeroneers.com
Club Facebook: Palmerston North Aeroneers

THE COMMITTEE

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

President: Maurice Job
Phone 021670689. president@aeroneers.com

Treasurer: Greg Findon,
Phone 06 3561571. treasurer@aeroneers.com

Secretary: Tama Randell
Phone 027 2920363. secretary@aeroneers.com

Club Captain: Tama Randell,
Phone 027 2920363. Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com

Committee:
Phil Pearpoint - Phone 06 323 9093
Len Ruby Bruce McKay
Peter Vining

Please pay any committee member or online to Westpac
Account 03 1522 0020708 00 Palmerston North Aeroneers.
Don’t forget to include your name in the details box.

Servo Chatter Editor and Website Updates:
Linda Lambess, Phone 06 3626446, 021 2106139
editor@aeroneers.com

Please email treasurer@aeroneers.com to advise Greg of
your payment.
The club needs to pay the Insurance fees to the NZMAA prior
to March 25 to ensure all club members are covered by the
MFNZ public liability insurance.

Levin Model Aeroplane Club

Club information

Club Email: levinmodelclub@gmail.com
Club Flying Site: Lutz Road, off Tararua Rd, RD1, Levin
Club Website: www.aeroneers.com

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

THE COMMITTEE
President: Joe Bradbury, Phone 063645239,
0274434948
Secretary—Treasurer: Ivan Huntley
Phone 06 3626446, 0212106138

Safety Officer: George Bricknell.
Servo Chatter Editor and Website Updates:
Linda Lambess, Phone 06 3626446, 021 2106139
levinmodelclub@gmail.com

Due March 2021

MFNZ

LMAC

Family

$100

$30.00

Senior

$95

30.00

Junior

$25

30.00

Please pay any committee member or online to
03 0667 0029143 000. Don’t forget to include your
name in the details box. Please email
levinmodelclub@gmail.com
to advise Ivan of your payment.

The views or ideas expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the club executive or committee. Every care is
taken to ensure accuracy, but the club will not be responsible for the content of advertisements or any material contained therein. The editor reserves the right of publication.

