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Watch
this
Space.
Vintage reminder
Our next Vintage competition is the second Sunday in February the
all there, we are on a mission to make sure Tama doesn’t win 3 years in a row!!

14th, see you

At the last committee meeting it was decided we would hold a prize giving for last years comps
probably at the field, for all competitions, as we have not had an end of year function to do so.
We will keep you advised of when.
Please make use of the Saturday flying days over summer, Phil.

PNA members
Saturday flying is permitted at your field on

Take advantage of this while
the weather is good.

Saturday January 23 and 30,
Saturday February 6, 13, 20 and 27, Saturday March 6, 13, 20 and 27, Saturday April 3 and 10.
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Club Captain’s
Report, PNA
Tama Randell
Happy new year chaps! Hopefully the jolly
fatman got you some nice gifts with wings!

I haven’t been out to the field for a couple of
weeks now and probably not till February. We will
be out at the beach for the last 3 weeks of January
so will be taking advantage of the solid sand for a
runway. Its almost like tarmac once the sea has
gone out. Although it does make it interesting
trying to teach the missus how to hand launch
some of my planes. The look on her face can be
quite priceless once I start the motor. I have faith I
will be able to condition her though.
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Competitions will start in February too so make
sure you have models ready for their respective
comps (Phil)…
Reminder: The last 2 Saturdays in January through
to the first 2 Saturdays in April will be flying days.
Take advantage of them in what will hopefully be
some good weather!
See you at the field in Feb.
Cheers, CC
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Add your piece
to the puzzle
-editor@aeroneers.com

To all club members
and their families
celebrating a birthday,
or special occasion
this month
enjoy your special day.
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I entered Vintage Precision at
this years Nationals for the
second time. Last year being my
first attempt where I was pretty
chuffed to have finished 5th.
But after not being able to do
much flying over the past months
I was not expecting great results!
I was on the road at 6am and
over the Saddle Road in mist and
cloud and as usual once south of
Mt Bruce out came the sun.
The day was hot, but a tricky
and sometimes strong breeze
caused problems for all, even the
most experienced pilots.
Wayne said they were just strong
thermals, but really it was windy
WITH strong thermals!!
I spent the morning visiting the
other fields including watching
Bradley fly in his FPV event,
where he placed second while
flying a borrowed model after
destroying
his
during
practice...Vintage is a little more
sedate!!
Vintage started at 1pm with
approximately 14 flyers, my first
flight was a good time of 2.59

minutes but the wind caught me
out and I couldn’t make the
landing spot.
My second flight was a little less
and again the wind got me.
My third flight was a good time
and this time I made the spot,
but finished my rounds thinking I
would be well down the placings.
I was very surprised to learn that
I had placed 4th, 3 flyers had
gained
max
points
and
proceeded to a fly off.
So, one placing better than last
year, next year I may make the
podium!!
Many thanks to Wayne for
timekeeping for me, and for
giving me advice (after the
flight!!!) that I should have done
this or that!!
I had my fitness workout as well,
one elderly competitor lost
control of his model and we all
watched it disappear behind
trees a long way away.
Apparently I looked the youngest
at the field (that’s sad!) and so I
went in search. A 3 km round
walk, 3 creek crossings in my

jeans and shoes, and multiple
fences later I found the model
upside down with minimal
damage and returned it to a
grateful owner.
Another lucky pilot lost sight of
his very nice 1938 Trenton Terror
model in the late afternoon sun,
and despite about 30 people
scanning the sky for it, it could
not be found.
About an hour later a farmer
arrived at the field with an
undamaged model!! he had been
shifting sheep in a paddock and
it came in for a perfect landing a
few metres from him, about 2
km from the field!
Once again I enjoyed flying at
the Nationals, everyone there at
the Vintage events are friendly
and helpful, and I hope that our
club could enter a good number
of flyers to compete at next
years event.
Many of our club members are
more than capable of doing well
Phil Pearpoint.

Phil and Wayne check out Allan
Knox’s Lancer 45.
While Wayne watches Bryan
Treloar assemble his model.
More photos next month!

January 2020 — Page 4

From The
Editors Desk
Linda Lambess, 42 Manga Pirau Street, Waikawa Beach, Manakau 5573
lindalambess@gmail.com, landline: 06 3626446. mobile: 021 2106139
Firstly hope everyone had a
good Christmas and best wishes
for 2021.
I need to apologise for the
incorrect date on the top of the
pages last month - too much
going
on
with
moving,
renovating, putting house on
market and Christmas thrown in
as well.
George sent me through a
reading of the hits on the
weather station at the Levin
flying field. Wow well over
10,000 hits a year. I shall make
this a regular statistic.
Many thanks to Phil, Tama and
Jonathan for their reports this
month.
Linda

Happy New Year
to you all and to
your families.
Hoping that

will bring health
and happiness to
all.

We will open the
book. It’s pages
are blank. We are
going to put words
on them ourselves.
The book is called
Opportunity and its
first chapter is New
Year’s Day.
Edith Lovejoy Pierce

Have your say
Letters are always welcome, will be totally confidential if requested, and printed at editors discretion.

Levin Webcam
Hits
as at 11.34—
27/12/2020

1 0 1 1 4
2020
Total
(approx.)

1 0 2 8 2

Lipo batteries
do catch
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I blame Peter Hancox for this.
One day at the Levin club in about March 2020,
Peter said to me “have you seen the neat video on
You Tube of some Brit guy with a slope soarer. It is
a chap called John Woodfield flying in England
somewhere, you should look it up because it is
sure to be near where you are going to live.” So I
checked it out when I got home and did a bit of
research. In fact, this man flies in Polperro,
Cornwall and we live in Thirsk, Yorkshire. For those
less familiar with UK geography, it is about a nine
hour drive, so not very handy.
However, the video showed him flying a large
vintage glider called the Leprechaun, designed in
1950. What captivated me was that he launches
the plane by holding it up in the familiar position
and then just letting go. It rises out of his hand like
a bird and with a dab of down elevator it is off and
soaring.
Sometimes, you see a plane and it just has to go
on the list. But, with elliptical wings and tail, it
looked like a lot of complicated cutting out and the
odd acre of balsa wood would be required. And
then, a quick search found that someone made a
kit and not just anyone but Hangar One right close
by in New Zealand. Out came the credit card and
before I knew it a big parcel had arrived. I felt that

Thanks for the update.
Happy New Year to you, Gill and family.
Keep warm and keep safe.

I had done my bit to keep the industry alive during
lockdown but having packed up my workshop
ready to move to UK, the kit went into one of my
workshop boxes.
Having got established in UK and found that the
local slope soaring site is only 20 minutes away, it
wasn’t long before the bench was cleared, the kit
unpacked, the vast paper plans unrolled and gluing
commenced. It built really easily but I have
followed John Woodfield’s lead and deleted the
pylon mounted wing and tail. I think that it will be
structurally more sound. Flight tests await. It is
about 4°C here at the moment so being up a 500
metre hill standing in the wind doesn’t seem like a
great idea. Soon it will be balmy (yeh right) and I
will be able to lug the monster to the slope. Hopefully, it will arise from my hand towards the clouds.
But those who know me will understand that the
next pile of balsa is already on the building board
and a queue of things to try is forming.
My last three visits to my new club power site, I’ve
been the only one there. It might be the biting cold
or the Covid restrictions, but the banter of Levin on
a Sunday morning it isn’t. Still, I’ve got a box full of
plans and a good stock of balsa to last until the
model shows get going next year.
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Blowin’ in the Wind
Wind gradient, wind shadow,
mechanical turbulence
Ivan arrived home from flying and mentioned the wind gradient at the field and that several flyers were
not aware of the effect. This simple description comes from the Microlight Ground Instruction Manual.
This article was followed by wind shadow, mechanical turbulence.

WIND GRADIENT
is a slowing of the wind at the earth's surface. When wind flows over the ground, there is a certain
amount of drag present, which slows the wind close to the surface. The wind higher up remains at the
original speed. This creates the gradient effect shown in the diagram below.

The amount of slowing and altitude to which the slowing occurs depends on the type of surface the wind
is blown across. For example water is relatively smooth, so the wind will be slowed only very close to the
surface of the water. Wind blowing over land with houses, trees or hills in its path can be slowed for
hundreds of feet above the surface.
It should be pointed out that wind gradients will always be present to some degree. However, certain
conditions cause them to be more pronounced. For instance, If the wind is fairly calm at the surface but
blowing 30 or 40 feet up, wind gradient is undoubtedly present. Also, in the evening when the setting sun
makes the air more stable with diminishing surface winds, wind gradient will be present.
The problem that wind gradients present to flying usually occurs when attempting to land. When heading
into the wind for a landing, the wind speed, because of the gradient effect, drops as the aircraft nears the
ground. This could cause a stall situation if the drop is severe. The particular danger is when the stall
occurs close to the ground and doesn't leave much room for recovery.
The best way to avoid this problem is to maintain a little extra speed when approaching a landing on days
when significant wind gradient is expected.
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Wind gradient, wind shadow,
mechanical turbulence
WIND SHADOW
One type of wind gradient is called wind shadow. Just as a building casts a shadow from the sun, the
building will also cast a wind shadow. A line of trees or other solid objects that would cause a drastic reduction of wind velocity in a very short distance will also produce a wind shadow.

The danger of a wind shadow is the same as wind gradient, plus one more thing. Not only is there a
problem of stalling the aircraft on landing, but a stall is more likely and will happen faster because the
wind velocity usually drops to near zero in a shadow. The best way to take care of this situation is to land
crosswind and correct for wind drift until you are in the shadow area or maintain extra speed during
landing in an area of wind shadow.

MECHANICAL TURBULENCE
Mechanical turbulence is created by air flowing over and around obstacles on the ground. It is not quite a
wind shadow because the wind speed does not drop drastically. Instead, it is broken up into eddy
currents.

The higher the wind speed, the more pronounced the turbulence. This type of turbulence is encountered
at both take off and landing. Fortunately, the areas of mechanical turbulence are easy to recognize. Any
downwind side of a solid object like a building, trees, or similar obstruction to wind create mechanical turbulence.
The way to avoid mechanical turbulence is to look over the airport or flight park before take off. Determine the direction and speed of the wind, then look for obstructions that will put mechanical turbulence in
your take off or landing run and adjust to them accordingly.

PNA Club Fuel

Remember
to keep
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batteries, fuel
electrics, and
foamies cool.

COFFEE MORNINGS
Don’t forget that we meet
each
Wednesday
at 9.30am for coffee and
a chat.
VENUE:
Columbus Coffee Café,
Mitre 10,
Featherston Street,
Palmerston North.
All Members of our Club
and other Model Flying
Clubs are most
welcome.

water bottle,
sunscreen,
sunhat, sun glasses cover up
Skin Cancer is Real

Remember
Safety Is
No Accident.

Events of interest
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Aeronca Sedan kitset by Mercury Models. 65” wingspan. Free to a genuinely keen builder.
Chrysalis 2-metre contest glider kitset imported
from D J Aerotech, Ohio, USA. Has machined and
laser-cut parts for “fast and easy” construction.
Have a look and make an offer.
Suzy Que slope soarer. Well used and flies well.
Free – just pay $20 for the two servos, or I can
remove them if preferred.

A small 4 stroke engine .30 or less
or a 2 stroke engine .20 to .30

and

a 1/3 scale pilot - full pilot or bust.

Contact Phil Pearpoint
Phone 06 3239093, 0276197221

Contact Merv Matthews Ph. 06 357 2858.

Steel Eagles,
Dec 24, 2020

"A boy offers his toy plane to a RAF man after a
national request for scrap metal for the making of
aeroplanes, 1940s."
"We will turn your pots and pans into
Spitfires and Hurricanes, Blenheims and
Wellingtons". (Lord Beaverbrook).
When Churchill became Prime Minister he
installed press Baron Lord Beaverbrook as
the minister for aircraft production. It was
Beaverbrook's responsibility to provide the
desperately needed raw materials to help
build the Spitfires and Hurricanes.
One way used was to requisition the 19th
century iron railings and gates surrounding
many of the cemeteries, parks and squares
in Britain's towns and cities. This was done
in 1940 when many hundreds of tons of
iron were removed by the authorities. The
public were also asked to donate aluminium
kitchen utensils - although in practice these
were only owned by the better off.
Since then the rumour has persisted that
the iron collected was unsuitable for
making planes and
instead buried in
quarries or dumped at sea, and that it was
basically just a propaganda effort. The
Public Records Office does not have any
records of what happened to the iron
collected, it seems the records disappeared
or were shredded after the war. In 1978 a
journalist claimed the London iron was
loaded onto barges and dumped at sea in

the Thames estuary.
(Colorized
Republic)

by

Jiff

Macháek

from

the

Czech
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Decals of the Palmerston North
Aeroneers Club Logo

Mark your
calendar

Water slide transfer
Simple to apply, Long lasting.
Order from Flemming Ravn,
ravnf@outlook.com

January
Levin - Flying every day.
Levin - Flying circus, every
Wednesday.
Coffee morning, M10, every
Wednesday, all welcome.
Aeroneers - Flying every
Sunday.

Palmerston North
Aeroneers
Flying every
Saturday
23 January 10 April 2021
Next year’s Vintage dates
are:

Wings Over Wairarapa Air Festival

6 & 7 March 2021 -

26-28 February 2021
at Hood Aerodrome, Masterton.

Gareth Newton Memorial

Limited Early Bird tickets sold out
Purchase your tickets here.

Bob Burling Memorial

9 & 10 May 2021 25 & 26 September 2021 John Selby Memorial

Click on the links below for
websites and camera with
updates on events,
field conditions etc,
Aeroneers website
Levin website

Levin camera

To all club members who are
celebrating any milestone, wedding
anniversary, graduation, end of a long
model build, anything to be
proud of - congratulations.
To all club members:
Keep safe, be happy

Palmerston North
Aeroneers
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Club information

Club Email: aeroneers@aeroneers.com
Club Flying Site: End of Spur Road West, Colyton.

Club Website: www.aeroneers.com
Club Facebook: Palmerston North Aeroneers

THE COMMITTEE

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

President:
president@aeroneers.com

Treasurer: Greg Findon,
Phone 06 3561571. treasurer@aeroneers.com

Secretary: Bruce Withell.
Phone 358 3202. secretary@aeroneers.com

Club Captain: Tama Randell,
Phone 027 2920363. Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com

Committee:
Phil Pearpoint - Phone 06 323 9093
Len Ruby Maurice Job

Please pay any committee member or online to Westpac
Account 03 1522 0020708 00 Palmerston North Aeroneers.
Don’t forget to include your name in the details box.

Servo Chatter Editor and Website Updates:
Linda Lambess, Phone 06 3626446, 021 2106139
editor@aeroneers.com

Webmaster:
Tama Randell, Phone 027 2920363

Please email treasurer@aeroneers.com to advise Greg of
your payment.
The club needs to pay the Insurance fees to the NZMAA prior
to March 25 to ensure all club members are covered by the
MFNZ public liability insurance.

Levin Model Aeroplane Club

Club information

Club Email: levinmodelclub@gmail.com
Club Flying Site: Lutz Road, off Tararua Rd, RD1, Levin
Club Website: www.aeroneers.com

THE COMMITTEE

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
Due March 2021

MFNZ

LMAC

Family

$100

$30.00

Secretary—Treasurer: Ivan Huntley

Senior

$95

30.00

Phone 06 3626446, 0212106138

Junior

$25

30.00

President: Joe Bradbury, Phone 063645239,
0274434948

Safety Officer: George Bricknell.
Please pay any committee member or online to 03 0667 0029143 000. Don’t forget to include your name
in the details box. Please email levinmodelclub@gmail.com to advise Ivan of your payment.

The views or ideas expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the club executive or committee. Every care is
taken to ensure accuracy, but the club will not be responsible for the content of advertisements or any material contained therein. The editor reserves the right of publication.

